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Time for a hearty mea

time and we were roasting in the
temy

ature. [ was beginning to
wonder if at all we would find any
birds in the heat

talone flamingos
Nosooner than had this thought
crossed my mind that we came up 1o
the final tumn into the jetry and my jaw

dropped...right before me w

as a sea of
dotted pink - a few thousand
flamingos!

It took me a whole minute to take
this fluttering assemblage. | had 1o
pinch myself - was this really
happening in the heart of fast-paced
Mumbsai city? It was an absolutely
breathtaking sight. My photographer
instincts leapt Intoaction, Bag off,
camera and lens hooke,

extended, [ quickly ser
looked through the viewfinder, |
realised that since it was low tide, the
birds were mych. further away and |
would not be able 0 accommodae
them in my frame, unless | movedtg 5
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d, tripod
up ashoor. As|
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THE PERFECT PLACE
TO DISCUSS THE
MARKETING STRATEGY
AND TALES FROM LAST
WEEK'S OFFICE PARTY.
There are over 130 Renaissance
Hotels and Resorts around the
world. And each one comes
with an atmosphere that is
above all ‘non-stuffy’. So when
you come to the Renaissance
for a meeting we ensure that
business is as serious as it is fun
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Never ever disturb the
birds.
Take along a hat & lots of

fluids.

Dress in dull colours.
Bring along binoculars.
Do not litter or dump on
site. Take back with you
all that you bring.

Get the longest lens you
can.

% Bring along a tripod.

* Get a bird identification
book.

@ Check with BNHS !

pink island at a distance. The locals
informed me that as soon as the water
level dropped, the birds would fly
towards the mangroves. Sure enough, a
while later, the first pink flight took off
from the waters, evoking a collective
gasp of amazement from the audience.
They settled down in places where the
water level had receded and started

1o feed.

As we waited, the water receded
further, and the birds, incredibly, kept
coming closer and closer. The children
enjoyed themselves immensely,
watching them and | believe my
friends must have considerably added
to their bird knowledge. | s potted a few
other birds — ibis and egrets—and some
that I could not possibly iden: tify

Anybody who has
had the good
fortune to witness
the sight of a few
thousand flamingos
congregated at

a single spot
would not want
this wonderfu|
Phenomenon

to cease
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without recourse to a bird book
Tintend going back to Sewri

whenever ] get the opportunity, for
more pictures of those fascinating,
exquisite creatures. I am no bon birder,
but must confess that my visits to Sewri
have brought about 2 change in me.
Even as [ write this, 1 am reminded of
the fact that the Sewri-New Bombay
Link is supposed toryn through this bird
richbay. One can only hope that the
birds are nor affected Anybody who
has had the good fortune to witness the
sight of a few thousand flamingos
congregated at asingle spot would not
want this wonderfy] phenomenon to

cease. Itis a testament to the fact that
Mumbi, de

also nurture
of nature.
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