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This time around when isi

you visit Goa, explore
Igeyond the obvious and try something a'J
little unusual, like birding.
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i T I
and our heads

to look over the side of the b
where a majestic White-bellj

Sea Eagle gracefully dove i
snatch a fish out of the wate
with its sharp talons.
we were wide awake and
extremely interested,

Take the path less travell
and the world will follow|

Goa, the very name conjure
images of picture perfect be
with idyllic coconut palm
swaying in the mild ocea
To many of us, the same |
brings up tantalising im:
of bottles of chilled b
delectable shack food
beach. We had been to G
a time; we'd done the
marvelled at the architec
the churches and revell

parties. This time arou
of our friends sugge
something a little differer
wild and that’s how we
the birding idea. The hai
was having to rise early
vacation, that too in
we pulled it off, aided
quaffs of fresh-ground
Java coffee.

First sightings
The bird sanctuary on Cl
Island lies across the Mandt
River and is accessible
from Panjim. Named al
renowned ornithologist DIr'S
Ali, this bird sanctuary is
abode of myriad species
both local and migratory:
sanctuary consists essentia
mangrove forests €risscros<=0.
by small canals. Our quide
already got s permits ant
clambered on to his small 8
boat, which swayed preca:
Motor boats are r.vruhi‘bmlJ

A Little Stint.
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sanctuary so as not to disturb the
birds. The early moming quiet and
chirping of the birds and the gentle
lapping sound of the water was a
refreshing change from the sounds
of Mumbai traffic that one is usually
used to in the mornings.

None of us knew what to expect,
our avian knowledge being limited
to the crow and sparrow. The most
number of birds known to even the
more knowledgeable amongst us,
extended no more than three, with
the addition of the odd parrot.

As the boat gently drifted through
the canals, we were witness to a
host of avian activity. A Brahmini
Kite flew overhead with its
characteristic “scream” that, to me,
sounded like a creaky door opening
in 2 horror movie. On the ground
and on the banks, hundreds of
waders such as ruffs, redshanks,
sandpipers and stints pecked away
at the mud. A flock of godwits
wheeled around and settled a
distance away. Kingfishers perched
Patiently on the mangroves, only
to disappear in a flash of blue
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on spotting their prey. Our guide
informed us that there were five
types of kingfishers seen in the area.
We saw the Small Blue Kingfisher,
the White-throated Kingfisher and
the Black-capped Kingfisher. Not
bad for a first birding expedition!
Interestingly, the first sighting of

a bird for anyone is called “a lifer” —
nothing to do with prisons and other
such thoughts! So given this quaint
terminology, practically all the birds
we saw were “lifers” for us! One can
also climb up to a watchtower in

the sanctuary but we decided

we were having too much fun on

the canal cruise, and gave the
watchtower a pass.

In the few hours we spent cru ising
around, our guide explained the
ecology and the importance of
mangroves. He also explained how
the mangrove ecosystem facilitates
breeding grounds for several
varieties of fish and insects that
are natural prey for birds, Apart
from birds, flying foxes, jackals and
crocodiles are also found in the
sanctuary. The mangroves also act

AA small male minivet.

as a natural barrier and |
ingress into the land, th
a buffer to the coastal
possible natural calami
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Exotic varieties 4
We headed out to Bond
Mollem to catch a glimp
the different types of birds:
part of Bondla birding
two-odd kilometre app!
sanctuary. Situated at
Western Ghats, Bondla li
52 km east of Panaji an
and-a-half-long drive frt
Candolim. The habitat
forest in gently undula
We got lucky and sit
Malabar Trogon, whi
in a mersmerising scarl
even saw the Brown!
Heart-spotted Wood|
crested Drongo and
rosefinch. A Grey Ho
a tree yonder picked
About 20 km ahead
Bhagwan Mahavir Ni
Mallem. TS Ilfe’ Special offer for IT professionals ) 22 CJ:?:;:"\I.?
3 Bengal Unitech Universal In

33 22892000, 23242000 Fax:

i ighli ¥ livi
wate! and melodious wind chimes as ?ne highlight of your living -
e g O e e mony, part of a 100 acre residential development.

‘space. Presenting the new phase of Uniworld Cit
Options of 2-3 Bedroom Agariments and P

? ‘g‘P‘,‘?‘ g Track, Children's Play Area

- Pool, Modem Gym and Library. “

2 Swimming :
i i joy of \um
- Uniworld City IS spreading the joY i !

2 Feature Gardens

Breathtaking Cent ;

Well Equipped CIUb
With over 2500 home: *

 appointment. Offce,




5 8 Our guide mentioned that we

Bl A ot petnd Mondpectec & could find birds even near popular
that at Bondla, but the forests are tourist spots. The Baga fields and
more extensive and somewhat drier. the Baga woods (Arpora Forest,
We saw 2 Eurasian Sparrowhawk adjacent to Club Cubana) were
pounce on 2 kill and also the good places to go birdwatching
| unmistzkable Malabar Pied Hornbill We were able 10 see Pied
| with its characteristic and unique Bushchats, Oriental Skylarks,
casque, all without stepping out of pipits, lapwings and jungle extensive
the car. g

mynahs, to name a few.

are expose
channel.

Unusual sig|

popular Morjim
It is at the mouth
estuary, five ki

of Baga, and si
and qulls. At
findings, the p
much less c

or Calangute.
the whole b

only had to
hundreds of
best bird watchin
is often had
several ext
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AThe Malabar Pied Hornbill.

exposed mid-channel, leaving
behind plenty for the birds to
feed on. And probably the best
a is on the northern end of
the beach, near the mouth of
the river, where there is a large
high-tide roost. This is where
the birds congregate when the
tide comes in. As the tide ebbs,
it leaves behind small fishes and
critters for the birds to feed on,
We spotted many gulls, terns,
plovers, and even a White-bellied
Sez Eagle circling lazily in the
sky above

By evening, our parched throats
had taken a new interest in the
flowing Sandpipers, Kingfishers
and Kings that dot the Goan
barscape. Back in Calangute, we
slipped out of the “mangrove-
scape” slid into the “Tito and
Mambo-scape” to trance the
night away,
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LANNING A
RIP TO ITALY?
MOVE SUITS
OM YOUR
LOPPING LIST

Best time to visit

Mid-October to April

Location

From Panaji, one needs to take a bus or a cab to the Ribandar ferr
take a ferry across the Mandovi River to the island of Chorao. Th
within walking distance from the ferry wharf at Chorao.

Travel tips

« You will need permission from the Chief Wildlife Warden, Fores

of Panaji to enter the Dr Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary at Chorao.

= Most of the taxi drivers who cater to birders hang around the entrance
hotels such as Beira Mar Hotel at Calangute and the nearby Ronil Beac
making these good stay options,

» Carry along a hat, binoculars, camera, a guidebook on birds and som
snacks and water, Wear full-sleeved, earth-colour clothing, as bright co
could scare away the birds,

= As far as bird guides go, the Pocket Guide to the Birds of the Indian
Subcontinent by Richard Grimmett, Carol Inskipp, and Tim Inskipp is
indispensable. An alternative is A Field Guide to the Birds of the Indian
Subcontinent by Krys Kazmierczak,
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For further information;

Contact the Office of the Chief Conservator of Forests

Gomantak Maratha Samaj Building,

Panaji-Goa

Tel: (0832) 2225926/ 2224747 /2223508

Range Forest Officer, Wildlife

Dr Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary, Campal, Panaji-Goa
Tel: (0832) 2228772
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